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Abstract - This is a study designed to make a study on English 
language skill of Arts students of higher education. This is an 
empiral study done in Udalguri district of Assam. For the 
purpose of the study, primary data was collected from randomly 
selected 100 students reading in Arts stream in higher 
education. The findings of the study show that most of the 
students aren't fully skilled in English language. So the study 
concludes that the level of English language skill of Arts 
students of higher education is low in the district. 

Keywords: Arts students, English language skill, Higher 
education. 

I.  INTRODUCTION  

English language is an important international language. 
This language is used as a medium of teaching- learning in 
higher education in the states of India. So students of 
higher education must be fully skilled in English language 
to understand, learn and acquire knowledge from their 
course of study fully. One can be said to be skilled in one 
particular language when he/ she is skilled in listening, 
reading, writing and speaking. It is fact that a student must 
be skilled, in that particular language in which he/ she 
reads in school, college etc., enough to acquire and express 
knowledge fully. Otherwise they will face problems in 
understanding, learning and acquiring knowledge from 
their course of study and expressing the knowlegde 
acquired. So this study is desinged to make a study on  
English language skill of Arts students of higher education 
so that their English language can be known. 

                        II. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

To study the level of English language skill of Arts 
students of higher education. 

                        III. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

This is an empirical study. This study is based on primary 
and secondary data. For the purpose of the study, 2 
provincialized colleges are randomly selected from 
Udalguri district of Assam, India. From selected colleges, 
100 students of Arts stream reading in higher education are 
randomly selected. From each college 50 students are 
selected. Data was collected with help of pre-determined 
questionnaire. The collected data is analyzed with the help 
of table.   

 

 

                                   IV. ANALYSIS OF DATA 

Table: 1- Students' opinions about their speaking skill in 
English: 

Opinions Frequency Percentage 

I can speak English correctly 
and fluently. 

17 17% 

I can't speak English 
correctly and fluently. 

83 83% 

Total 100 100% 
Source- Primary data. 
 
The above table shows that 17% students can speak 
English correctly and fluently and 83% students can't speak 
English correctly and fluently. 

Table: 2- Students' opinion about their writing skill in 
English: 

Opinions Frequency Percentage 

When I write in English I make 
no grammatical mistake. 

0 0% 

When I write in English I make 
few grammatical mistakes. 

20 20% 

When I write in English I make 
many grammatical mistakes. 

80 80% 

Total 100 100% 
Source- Primary data. 
The above table shows that all students make grammatical 
mistake, 20% students make few grammatical mistakes and 
80% students make many grammatical mistakes. 

Table: 3- Students' opinion about their reading skill in 
English: 

Opinions Frequency Percentage 

When I read something in 
English I can understand fully. 

15 15% 

When I read something in 
English I can't understand fully. 

85 85% 

When I read something in 
English I can't understand 
anything. 

0 0% 

Total 100 100% 
Source- Primary data. 
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The above table shows that 15% students  can understand 
fully and 85% can't understand fully when they read 
something in English. There is no such student who can't 
understand anything when read in English. 

Table:4- Students' opinion about their listening skill in 
English: 

Opinions Frequency Percentage 

When I hear English language I 
can understand fully. 

18 18% 

When I hear English language I 
can't  understand fully. 

82 82% 

Total 100 100% 
Source- Primary data. 
 

The above table shows that 18% students can understand 
and 82% students can't understand English language fully 
when they hear English. 

V. FINDINGS 

1) 83% students can't speak English correctly and 
fluently. 

2) 20% students make few grammatical mistakes and 
80% students make many grammatical mistakes. There 
is no such student who doesn't any make grammatical 
mistakes. 

3) 15% students  can understand fully and 85% can't 
understand fully when they read something in English. 
There is no such student who can't understand 
anything when read in English. 

4) 18% students can understand and 82% students can't 
understand English language fully when they hear 
English. And  

5) Thus it is found that most of the students are not fully 
skilled in English language.  

VI. CONCLUSION 

This study concludes that the level of English languague 
skill of Arts students of higher education is low in Udalguri  
district. They have problems in English language. If so, 
they may not be able to acquire knowlegde fully from their 
course of study and express their knowlegde fully to others. 
Again they will not get demanded in national and 
international markets. So their English language needs to 
be improved so that they can acquire knowlegde fully from 
their course of study and express their knowlegde fully in 
English language to become demanded in the markets. 
There is a need to improve their English language skill. To 
improve English language skill students should practise 
speaking, writing, reading and listening and Government 

should introduce English language skill development 
programme in higher education. 
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